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PRESIDENT  GRANT  ASKS  MORE  CARE 
IN  TITHE  PAYING. 


Extracts  from  the  opening  address  of 
President  Heber  J.  Grant  at  the  first 
session  of  the  one  hundredth  semi- 
annual conferenee  of  the  Church  at 
the  Tabernacle  on  October  5,  1929 : 

I  rejoice  in  the  opportunity  of  again 
meeting  with  the  saints  in  general  confer- 
ence. I  am  grateful  for  the  blessings  that 
we  as  a  people  have  enjoyed  during  the 
past  six  months. 

At  the  present  time 
we  have: 

Stakes 108 

Wards 938 

Independent 


branches 


:o 


Total. 


1,003 


Independent  branches 
are  presided  over  by  a 
president  and  two 
counsellors  and  are 
practically,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes, 
wards ;  they  are  not, 
however,  considered 
quite  large  enough  to 
be  regularly  organised 
as  such. 

There  are  also  at  the 

present  time : — 

Dependent  branches  ...   41 

Missions     28 

Branches  in  Missions  .  .  783 

Making  in  round  numbers  nearly   2,000 

organisations  in  the  Church. 

Appropriations  Increase. 
The  new  appropriations  made  to  the 
stakes  and  wards  for  the  building  of 
meeting  houses  during  the  first  nine 
months  of  last  year  amounted  to 
$868,125.00,  and  this  year,  for  the  same 
period,  they  amount  to  $886,780.00. 


PRESIDENT  GRANT 


Tithe  Paying  Lags. 

I  regret  to  say  that  there  are  a  great 
many  of  the  people  who  are  not  paying 
their  tithing.  To  me  it  is  a  marvel  that 
any  man  having  a  testimony  of  the 
divinity  of  the  work  in  which  we  are 
engaged  as  Latter-day  Saints  can  sing 
lullabies  to  his  conscience,  figuratively 
speaking,  and  not  be  absolutely  honest 
with  the  Lord  in  the 
payment  of  his  tithes. 

Tithing  is  a  law  of 
God  and  the  payment 
of  tithes  brings  peace 
and  joy  to  the  Latter- 
day  Saint  who  does  it. 
There  is  a  satisfaction 
that  comes  into  the 
heart  of  the  man  who 
is  absolutely  honest 
with  the  Lord  in  con- 
tributing of  his  means 
to  the  building  up  of 
the  Church  of  Christ, 
and  into  the  heart  of 
every  true,  full  tithe- 
payer.  Each  and  every 
blessing  that  you  and 
I  enjoy  comes  from 
God.  We  are  under 
obligations  to  Him  for 
the  very  breath  of  life,  and  He  gives  us 
everything  that  we  have.  He  asks  us  to 
show  our  appreciation  and  acknowledge  to 
Him  His  goodness  by  returning  to  the 
Church  for  its  benefit  and  for  the  spread- 
ing of  the  Gospel  at  home  and  abroad 
one-tenth  of  that  which  we  receive,  all  of 
which  comes  from  Him. 

Appeals  for  Honesty. 
Again  I  say  it  is  beyond  my  compre- 
hension how  any  man  who  is  absolutely 
honest  in  his  dealings  with  his  fellow-men 
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and  would  not  think  of  such  a  thing  as 
compromising  his  store  bill  if  he  were  able 
to  pay,  would  compromise  his  obligations 
to  God.  I  can  speak  upon  the  payment  of 
tithing  because  from  my  childhood  every 
dollar  that  has  come  into  my  hands  has 
been  tithed,  and  I  have  endeavoured  in 
addition  to  be  as  liberal  as  any  of  my 
associates  have  been  in  contributing  for 
the  various  public  enterprises  that  have 
been  required  of  us — the  erection  of  ward 
houses,  school  houses,  etc.,  etc. 

I  appeal  to  the  Latter-day  Saints  to  be 
honest  with  the  Lord  and  I  promise  them 
that  peace,  prosperity  and  financial  success 
will  attend  those  who  are  honest  with  our 
Heavenly  Father,  because  they  are  fulfill- 
ing the  law  and  an  obligation,  and  He  will 
bless  them  for  doing  so.  And  beins; 
strictly  honest  with  the  Lord  is  the  most 
splendid  way  to  teach  your  children  faith 
in  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  most 
tender  portion  of  the  human  anatomy  of 
the  male  variety  of  the  species,  it  has  been 
said,  is  the  pocket,  and  there  is  something 
to  it.  When  we  set  our  hearts  upon  the 
things  of  this  world  and  fail  to  be  strictly 
honest  with  the  Lord  we  do  not  grow  in 
the  light  and  power  and  strengtfi  of  the 
Gospel  as  we  otherwise  would  do. 

Quotes  from,  Covenants. 

In  thinking  of  what  I  would  like  to  say 
to-day  I  was  reminded  of  the  fact  that 
probably  twice,  if  not  three  times,  during 
the  past  six  months  in  speaking  I  have 
quoted  the  eleventh  section  of  the  Doctrine 
and  Covenants.  I  know  of  no  finer  sec- 
tion, it  being  a  revelation  to  the  father 
of  our  beloved  President  Joseph  F.'  Smith. 
Not  only  is  it  a  revelation  to  Hyrum 
Smith,  the  Patriarch,  but  the  remarks 
therein,  as  the  revelation  says,  are  applic- 
able to  all  the  saints  who  have  the  right 
spirit  and  desire  to  spread  the  Gospel. 
This  revelation  was  given  eleven  months 
before  the  organisation  of  the  Church. 

When  the  Prophet  Joseph  was  engaged 
in  translating  the  Book  of  Mormon  there 
were  a  great  many  leading  influential  men 
who  came  to  him  and  asked  what  the  Lord 
would  like  them  to  do.     He  inquired  of 


the  Lord,  through  the  Urim  and  Thum- 
mim,  and  many  revelations  were  received, 
telling  of  the  great  and  marvellous  work 
that  was  about  to  come  forth,  and  this  is 
one  of  them.  Many  of  the  men  desired 
to  go  forth  and  preach,  but  you  will  find 
that  the  Lord  tells  them  to  wait. 

"  Keep  Commandments/' 

"  A  great  and  marvellous  work  is  about 
to  come  forth  among  the  children  of  men. 

k<r  Behold,  I  am  God ;  give  heed  to  my 
word,  which  is  quick  and  powerful,  sharper 
than  a  two-edged  sword,  to  the  dividing 
asunder  of  both  joints  and  marrow ;  there- 
fore give  heed  unto  my  word. 

"  Behold,  the  field  is  white  already  to 
harvest;  therefore,  whoso  desireth  to  reap 
let  him  thrust  in  his  sickle  with  his  might, 
and  reap  while  the  day  lasts,  that  he  may 
treasure  up  for  his  soul  everlasting  salva- 
tion in  the  kingdom  of  God. 

"  Yea,  whosoever  will  thrust  in  his 
sickle  and  reap,  the  same  is  called  of  God. 

"  Therefore,  if  you  will  ask  of  me  you 
shall  receive ;  if  you  will  knock  it  shall  be 
opened  unto  you. 

"  Now,  as  you  have  asked,  behold,  I  say 
unto  you,  keep  my  commandments,  and 
seek  to  bring  forth  and  establish  the  cause 
of  Zion." 

Defends  Repeating. 

I  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  criticism  in 
my  life  about  our  repeating  over  and  over 
and  over  again  the  many  things  that  the 
Lord  has  revealed  to  us,  and  appealing  to 
the  people  to  keep  the  commandments  of 
the  Lord.  And  yet  we  find  that  the  Lord 
in  this  revelation  repeats  this  declaration 
time  and  time  again :  "  Keep  my  com- 
mandments." 

"  Seek  not  for  riches  but  for  wisdom ; 
and  behold,  the  mysteries  of  God  shall  be 
unfolded  unto  you,  and  then  shall  you  be 
made  rich.  Behold,  he  that  hath  eternal 
life  is  rich. 

"  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  even  as 
you  desire  of  me  so  it  shall  be  done  unto 
you;  and,  if  you  desire,  you  shall  be  the 
means  of  doing  much  good  in  this  genera- 
tion." 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  CROSS 


And  every  Latter-day  Saint  ought  to 
have  a  desire  in  his  or  her  heart  to  do  all 
the  good  within  his  or  her  power  for  the 
advancement  of  the  work  of  God. 

"  Say  nothing  but  repentance  unto  this 
generation.  Keep  my  commandments, 
and  assist  to  bring  forth  my  work,  accord- 
ing to  my  commandments,  and  you  shall 
be  blessed. 

"  Behold,  thou  hast  a  gift,  or  thou  shalt 
have  a  gift  if  thou  wilt  desire  of  me  in 
faith,  with  an  honest  heart,  believing  in 
the  power  of  Jesus  Christ,  or  in  my  power 
which  speaketh  unto  thee; 

"  For,  behold,  it  is  I  that  speak ;  behold, 
I  am  the  light  which  shineth  in  darkness, 
and  by  my  power  I  give  these  words  unto 
thee. 

Spirit  Will  Lead. 

"  And  now,  verily,  verily,  I  say  unto 
thee,  put  your  trust  in  that  Spirit  which 
leadeth  to  do  good — yea,  to  do  justly,  to 
walk  humbly,  to  judge  righteously,  and 
this  is  my  Spirit. 

"  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  I  will 
impart  unto  you  of  my  Spirit,  which  shall 
enlighten  your  mind,  which  shall  fill  your 
soul  with  joy ! 

"  And  then  shall  ye  know,  or  by  this 
ye  shall  know,  all  things  whatsoever  you 
desire  of  me,  which  are  pertaining  unto 
things  of  righteousness,  in  faith  believing 
in  me  that  you  shall  receive. 

"  Behold,  I  command  you  that  you  need 
not  suppose  that  you  are  called  to  preach 
until  you  are  called. 

"  Wait  a  little  longer,  until  you  shall 
have  my  word,  my  rock,  my  Church,  and 
my  gospel,  that  you  may  know  of  a  surety 
my  doctrine. 

"  And  then,  behold,  according  to  your 
desires,  yea,  even  according  to  your  faith 
it  be  done  unto  you. 

"  Keep  my  commandments ;  hold  your 
peace ;  appeal  unto  my  Spirit ; 

Remain  Loyal. 
"  Yea,  cleave  unto  me  with  all  your 
heart,  that  you  may  assist  in  bringing  to 
light  those  things  of  which  has  been 
spoken — yea,  the  translation  of  my  work; 
be  patient  until  you  shall  accomplish  it." 


Remember,  the  Prophet  was  engaged  in 
the  translation  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  at 
this  time. 

"  Behold,  this  is  your  work,  to  keep 
my  commandments,  yea,  with  all  your 
might,  mind  and  strength. 

"  Seek  not  to  declare  my  word,  but  seek 
first  to  obtain  my  word,  and  then  shall 
your  tongue  be  loosed ;  then,  if  you  desire, 
you  shall  have  my  Spirit  and  my  word, 
yea,  the  Power  of  God  unto  the  convincing 
of  men. 

"  But  now  hold  your  peace ;  study  my 
word  which  hath  gone  forth  among  the 
children  of  men,  and  also  study  my  word 
which  shall  come  forth  among  the 
children  of  men,  or  that  which  is  now 
translating,  yea,  until  you  shall  have  ob- 
tained all  which  I  shall  grant  unto  the 
children  of  men  in  this  generation,  and 
then  shall  all  things  be  added  thereto. 

All  Things  Follow. 

H<;  Behold,  thou  art  Hyrum,  my  son ;  seek 

the  kingdom  of  God,  and  all  things  shall 

"be  added  according  to  that  which  is  just. 

"  Build  upon  my  rock ;  which  is  my 
gospel ; 

"  Deny  not  the  spirit  of  revelation,  nor 
the  spirit  of  prophecy,  for  woe  unto  him 
that  denieth  these  things ; 

"  Therefore,  treasure  up  in  your  heart 
until  the  time  which  is  in  my  wisdom 
that  you  shall  go  forth. 

"  Behold,  I  speak  unto  all  who  have 
good  desires,  and  have  thrust  in  their 
sickle  to  reap. 

"  Behold,  I  am  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of 
God.  I  am  the  life  and  the  light  of  the 
world. 

"  I  am  the  same  who  came  unto  mine 
own  and  mine  own  received  me  not ; 

Premier  Power. 

"  But  verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  that 
as  many  as  will  receive  me,  to  them  will 
I  give  power  to  become  the  sons  of  God, 
even  to  them  that  believe  on  my  name. 
Amen." 

This  "  marvellous  work  and  a  wonder  " 
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has  come  to  pass  and  has  spread  all  over 
the  world  where  there  has  been  religious 
liberty;  and  from  every  land  and  from 
every  clime  honest,  faithful,  God-fearing 
men  and  women  have  heard  the  sound  of 
the  true  voice  of  the  shepherd  through  his 
servants  who  have  gone  forth  to  proclaim 
the  Gospel.  And  men  of  great  Influence 
have  been  gathered  into  this  Church. 
Men  like  John  Taylor,  who  presided  over 
the  Church,  heard  the  gospel  in  a  foreign 
land;  the  parents  of  George  Q.  Cannon, 
and  many  other  leaders  in  this  Church, 
heard  the  sound  of  this  Gospel  and  em- 
braced it  and  gathered  to  Zion  and 
laboured  with  all  the  power  and  ability 
that  they  possessed  for  the  advancement 
of  God's  kingdom.  Year  by  year  this 
great  and  wonderful  work  has  rolled  on 
and  we  are  becoming  known  as  a  God- 
fearing people,  as  a  people  with  a  destiny 
that  is  sure  to  be  fulfilled. 

Thankful  for  Testimony. 

I  thank  God  for  a  knowledge  that  He 
lives,  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Saviour 
of  the  world,  and  that  Joseph  Smith  was 
His  prophet.  I  rejoice  in  the  knowledge 
that  we  are  being  blessed  of  Almighty  God 
and  being  led  by  the  inspiration  of  His 
Spirit  in  all  of  our  labours.  May  God 
inspire  all  who  shall  speak  here  during 
this  conference ;  may  we  go  home  carrying 
the  message  of  life  and  salvation  under 
the  inspiration  of  the  Spirit  of  the  living 
God  that  is  poured  out  upon  this  occasion 
during  this  conference,  is  my  humble 
prayer,  and  I  ask  it  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ  our  Redeemer,  Amen. 


THE    GREATEST    SEER   OF    THE 
AGES. 


By  Prof.  J.  E.  HICKMAK 


The  intelligence  of  spirits  had  no 
beginning,  neither  will  it  have  an  end. 
Jesus  was  in  the  beginning  with  the 
Father:  man  was  also  in  the  beginning 
with  God.  Intelligence,  or  the  light  of 
truth,  was  not  created  or  made,  neither 
indeed  can  be. 

*       *       *       * 

Adam  fell  that  men  might  be ;  and  men 
are  that  they  might  have  joy. 


When  our  Father  began  his  work  anew 
in  this  dispensation  it  was  assailed  with 
unjustifiable  bitterness.  If  men  had  taken 
Gamaliel's  advice  to  the  Jewish  Sanhedrin 
and  suspended  judgment  until  "  Mor- 
monism  "  had  died  of  its  own  weakness  or 
had  been  vindicated  in  the  earth  as  God's 
own  cause,  this  nation  would  have  been 
spared  much  humiliating  history. 

When  God  reveals  a  truth  the  longer  it 
is  in  the  earth  the  truer  it  appears,  for 
science  and  experience  proclaim  it.  But 
the  longer  the  theories  of  science  are 
before  the  thinking  world  the  more  they 
are  modified  or  eventually  abandoned,  for 
nothing  kills  or  vindicates  a  theory  so 
quickly  as  working  it  for  all  it  is  worth ; 
but  he  who  studies  and  works  eternal 
truths  proclaims  their  divinity  and  finds 
they  need  no  modification. 

I  am  not  disparaging  science  for  I  am 
a  student  and  a  lover  of  the  same.  When 
science  discovers  a  truth  it  declares  the 
Almighty's  work.  Science  is  an  unsafe 
guide  for  men  to  stake  their  all  and  all 
on,  but  in  divine  revelation  men  can  rest 
their  cause — their  hopes,  their  beliefs,, 
their  salvation.  Yet  an  earnest  scientist  is 
a  son  of  God  trying  to  find  out  earth's 
truths.  He  is  often  in  error  but  eventu- 
ally science  may  discover  all  that  the 
Almighty  has  revealed,,  and  all  that  he 
may  reveal  for  man  is  destined  yet  to 
discover  every  law  by  which  he  became 
God  and  by  which  the  earth  was  formed. 

Science  is  the  ox-cart  method  of  dis- 
covering truth,  for  often  centuries  after 
the  Lord  has  proclaimed  a  truth,  science, 
through  her  slow  and  belated  methods, 
finally  appears  on  the  scene  with  the  proof 
of  the  revelation  of  long  ago.  Unfortun- 
ately some  withhold  their  whole-hearted 
belief  in  heavenly  revelations  until  they 
have  heard  the  voice  of  science  on  the 
matter.  None  such  can  stand  in  the 
vanguard  of  thought  and  progress.     Pure 
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intelligence  far  outruns  the  belated  utter- 
ance of  proof.  Yet  our  hearts  rejoice 
when  our  beliefs  are  vindicated  through 
collateral  evidence. 

Science  is  a  good  servant  but  an  un- 
reliable guide  when  measured  by  the  whole 
truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  So  far, 
science  has  been  the  false  Messiah,  for  it 
led  men  from  our  Father  in  heaven  and 
His  revelations  with  a  promised  hope,  but 
now  science  with  her  truer  vision  is  turn- 
ing, in  many  cases,  men's  minds  back  to 
their  Creator. 

Blessed  is  he  who  has  the  will  to  believe 
for  he  outruns  science;  he  stands  on  the 
mount  of  inspiration  and  revelation.  He 
then  can  feel  more  than  he  can  prove, 
and  thus  becomes  the  forerunner  of 
science. 

I  shall  attempt  to  verify  this  claim, 
that  time  and  the  intellectual  advance- 
ment of  the  race  will  vindicate  the  Lord's 
revelations,  in  whatever  garb  or  question- 
able form  they  may  come. 

With  this  in  view,  I  wish  to  turn  to 
the  Book  of  Abraham  found  in  the  Pearl 
of  Great  Price.  The  parchment  from 
which  this  book  comes  was  found  in  one 
of  the  catacombs  of  Egypt.  It  was  trans- 
lated by  Joseph  Smith  and  now  constitutes 
part  of  the  Pearl  of  Clreat  Price. 

The  truths  set  forth  in  this  book  are 
looked  at  askance  by  the  world.  Some 
years  ago  an  attack,  led  by  a  noted 
minister  of  this  city,  aided  by  eight 
Egyptologists,  was  made  upon  the  truth 
of  the  Book  of  Abraham.  I  haven't  the 
time  to  review  that  controversy,  but  I 
desire  to  point  out  some  unmistakable 
proofs  of  the  verity  of  this  book. 

The  translation  of  the  parchment  was 
begun  in  1835,  by  Joseph  Smith,  the 
"  Mormon "  prophet,  but  due  to  the 
mobbings  and  drivings  of  the  people  the 
translation  was  not  published  until  1842. 

Joseph's  critics  claimed  he  did  not 
understand  Egyptian  and  that  his  pre- 
tentions were  a  "  farrago  of  nonsense." 
Whether  he  did  or  did  not  understand 
the   Egyptian   characters,   Joseph    Smith 


must  stand  or  fall  upon  what  he  gave  to 
the  world  in  the  Book  of  Abraham. 

The  Lord  told  Moses  that  when  He 
spoke  through  a  prophet  that  which  the 
prophet  uttered  would  come  true  and  to 
him  ye  should  give  heed.  I  desire  to 
measure  the  prophet  from  this  standard, 
for  truth  has  never  gone  in  partnership 
with  error. 

The  most  rigid  test  possible  to  put  upon 
the  prophet  is  the  sytem  of  astronomy  set 
forth  in  the  Book  of  Abraham.  For  there 
is  told  in  simple  narrative  that  God, 
through  the  Urim  and  Thummim,  showed 
Abraham  that:  (1)  All  the  heavenly 
bodies  move  in  their  spheres;  (2)  that  the 
more  advanced  a  world  becomes  from 
start  to  a  dead  world  like  our  moon,  the 
slower  are  its  movements;  (3)  that  all 
stars  not  only  move  in  their  own  orbits, 
but  groups  of  them  revolve  around 
mightier  stars;  (1)  that  some  stars  re- 
volve around  one  centre  and  some  around 
others;  (5)  that  stars  are  mighty  in  size 
and  some  are  enormously  large;  (6)  that 
other  stars  than  the  sun  have  planets  like 
our  own;  (7)  that  the  stars  are  innumer- 
able to  man  yet  Abraham's  seed  should 
be  as  numberless  as  the  stars  of  heaven; 
(8)  that  some  groups  of  stars  are  close 
together  and  others  far  removed ;  and  ( 9 ) 
finally,  all  stars  revolve  about  the  planet 
on  which  God  dwells;  that  is,  they  all 
revolve  around  one  common  centre.  Let 
me  say  here  the  above  truths  set  forth 
in  the  Book  of  Abraham  were  totally 
unknown  by  the  astronomical  world,  for 
these  facts  lay  shrouded  in  the  vast  un- 
known. At  that  time  we  had  no  means 
of  measuring  the  size  of  a  star;  in  fact, 
the  first  accurate  measurement  was  not 
made  until  six  years  ago.  Astronomers 
then  did  not  know  the  stars  moved  and 
thus  they  were  called  fixed  stars.  Neither 
did  they  know  the  stars  moved  in  orbits 
and  much  less  that  groups  of  them  re- 
volved about  common  centres. 

Up  to  1835  Herschel's  telescope,  the 
greatest  in  the  world,  had  only  revealed 
100,000  stars.  It  was  a  bold  utterance 
for  Joseph  Smith  to  declare  that  the  stars 
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were  innumerable  to  man,  while  those 
stars  were  still  hidden  in  the  infinite  night 
of  space.  The  thought  was  so  far  beyond 
human  conception  as  to  be  almost 
staggering. 

Since  that  date  astronomers,  bombard- 
ing the  heavens  from  every  quarter  of 
the  globe,  have  discovered  that,  as  the 
Book  of  Abraham  claims,  every  star  in 
the  universe  moves.  Dr.  Hill  said  that 
were  one  star  to  stop  it  would  again  be 
set  in  motion  by  the  drag  of  the  stellar 
universe. 

Since  Kirehoff  (1859)  perfected  the 
spectrum  analysis,  astrophysics  has  ad- 
vanced by  leaps  and  bounds.  The 
astronomers  find  now,  as  the  Book  of 
Abraham  claims,  that  stars  not  only  have 
their  own  centres  around  which  they 
revolve,  but  that  great  groups  of  stars 
revolve  around  common  centres.  Hoeffler 
found  that  five  out  of  the  seven  stars  of 
the  Great  Dipper  lie  in  the  same  plane 
and  have  equal  motion  in  one  and  the 
same  direction.  The  Pleiades  of  over  30 
stars  also  move  around  a  common  centre. 

The  Prophet  Joseph,  in  his  translation, 
says  our  sun  with  its  planets  revolves 
around  Kolob,  one  of  the  mightiest  stars. 
At  the  time  Joseph  revealed  this  fact  the 
astronomers  believed  the  sun  stationary, 
though  William  Herschel  had  surmised 
that  there  was  a  slight  displacement  of 
the  sun.  But  since  then,  astronomers 
now  assume  that  the  sun,  with  its  planets, 
is  plunging  through  space  at  the  rate  of 
156  miles  a  second.  This  dizzy  speed  was 
not  discovered  until  about  three  years  ago. 
Before  that,  its  speed  had  been  computed 
as  12  miles  a  second.  We  have  not  yet 
discovered  its  orb,  though  it  is  known  that 
it  is  hurtling  towards  the  constellation  of 
Draco.  They  are  waiting  to  get  enough 
of  the  sun's  arc  so  they  can  compute  its 
orbit. 

What  proof  have  we  of  the  stupendous 
thought  revealed  in  the  Book  of  Abraham 
that  the  entire  stellar  universe  is  revolving 
around  a  common  centre  ?  For  over  three- 
quarters  of  a  century  data  have  been 
gathered  tending  towards  this  view ;  and 


now  all  astronomers  are  quite  agreed  that 
the  vast  mass  of  billions  of  stars  revolve 
about  one  centre. 

Professor  Kapetyn,  a  noted  Dutch 
astronomer,  says  the  visible  universe  con- 
sists of  two  distant  parts  which  move  at 
an  angle  of  115  degrees  with  each  other 
and  that  one  of  these  streams  moves  three 
times  as  fast  as  the  other.  The  late  Sir 
Alfred  Russell  Wallace  and  others  declare 
the  stellar  universe  is  revolving  like  a 
mighty  wheel. 

If  the  Book  of  Abraham  is  not  what  it 
claims  to  be,  where  did  Joseph  Smith  get 
these  astronomical  facts  which  antedate 
more  than  half  a  century  the  modem 
discoveries  ? 

The  assertion  in  the  Book  of  Abraham 
that  other  suns  or  stars  like  our  own 
have  planets  revolving  around  them  is 
now  strongly  believed  by  many  of  our 
great  astronomers. 

Again,  the  Book  of  Abraham  reveals 
that  the  stars  are  mighty  in  size.  God, 
in  revealing  these  truths  to  Abraham,  did 
not  say  the  sun  was  mighty,  though  it  is 
1,300,000  times  larger  than  our  earth. 
At  the  time  Joseph  Smith  gave  these  facts 
to  the  world  we  had  no  means  of  telling 
the  size  of  stars,  and  not  until  1859  did 
astronomers  devise  ways  of  measuring 
them.  Of  recent  years  astronomers  have 
found  some  stars  a.  million  times  greater 
than  our  sun.  Some  stars  were  so  large 
that  one  of  them  would  fill  the  entire  orbit 
of  the  earth,  across  which  is  186,000,000 
miles. 

A  noted  astronomer,  Dr.  J.  J.  See,  says 
some  stars  have  a  luminosity  two  trillion 
times  that  of  the  sun.  If  their  intensity 
of  light  is  anywhere  near  comparable,  then 
there  are  stars  at  least  a  trillion  times- 
larger  than  our  sun. 


As  I  said  in  the 
revealed  truths  are 
completely  do  time 
cate  their  claims, 
doubt  that  Joseph 
parchment  correctly 
sceptical  doubt  the 


beginning,  the  longer 
in  the  world,  the  more 
and  experience  vindi- 
Can  any  living  soul 
Smith  translated  the 
?  Can  the  most  ultra- 
truth  of  the  Book  of 
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Abraham?  It  holds  in  its  open  palm 
truth  of  its  own  declarations. 

"  When  a  man  speaketh  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  and  things  follow  not,  nor  come 
to  pass,  that  is  the  thing  which  the  Lord 
hath  not  spoken,  but  the  prophet  hath 
spoken  it  presumptuously;  thou  shall  not 
be  afraid  of  him." 

To  return  again  to  my  subject:  Joseph 
Smith,  as  seer  and  revelator,  claims  that 
God  had  destroyed  many  worlds,  yet  many 
now  stand  which  are  innumerable  to  man. 
Such  a  statement  seemed  the  wildest  con- 
jecture in  1832,  as  far  as  the  slightest 
proof  was  to  be  had,  but  to-day 
astronomers  have  beheld  the  destruction 
of  worlds  off  in  the  infinite  deeps. 
Further,  they  now  find  their  own  earth 
is  made  of  fragments  of  disintegrated 
worlds.  This  truth  was  revealed  to  the 
Prophet  Joseph  in  1832. 

Now  comes  probably  the  most  stupen- 
dous of  all  Joseph's  declarations  as  a 
translator  of  the  Abrahamic  parchment : 
The  Lord  showed  Abraham  the  stars  and 
he  said  that  they  multiplied  before  his 
eyes  and  he  could  not  see  the  end  thereof. 
Yet  he  was  promised  that  his  seed  should 
be  as  numberless  as  the  stars  of  heaven. 

Eemember  that  in  1835  only  100,000 
stars  had  been  discovered.  If  there  were 
any  more  no  one  knew  it.  It  was  im- 
possible to  know  another  one  until  the 
astronomers  improved  their  telescopes, 
discovered  the  spectroscope  and  invented 
the  photo-telescopic  methods.  Eecently 
astronomers  have  announced  that  there  are 
probably  from  30  to  40  billion  stars  in  our 
universe  and  there  is  no  astronomer 
audacious  enough  to  say  they  have  dis- 
covered them  all. 

Staggering  as  this  number  is,  it  is  only 
a  small  fraction  of  God's  universe,  for  the 
telescope  now  reveals  that  there  are  over 
seven  hundred  thousand  stellar  universes 
as  large  and  even  larger  than  our  own. 

Some  of  these  are  so  far  removed  from 
our  universe  that  it  takes  light  a  million 
years  to  reach  it  from  there,  though  light 
travels  186,000  miles  a  second.  Aye,  there 
are  some  of  those  universes  so  far  removed 


that  it  takes  from  ten  to  a  hundred  million 
years  for  light  to  pass  over  the  measureless 
void  between  us. 

Suppose  we  take  only  700,000  of  those 
stellar  universes  that  lie  out  there  in  the 
limitless  space  and  multiply  them  by  30 
billion,  the  estimated  stars  of  our  universe, 
and  we  get  the  meaningless  number  of 
twenty-one  quadrillion  blazing  worlds. 
This  does  not  reckon  with  the  myriad  dark 
stars  or  the  numberless  planets  that  re- 
volve about  the  stars. 

I  can  now  vaguely  understand  what  the 
Almighty  meant  when  He  said  to  Abra- 
ham that  his  creations  were  numberless 
to  man. 

I  have  briefly  reviewed  the  astronomical 
facts  couched  in  the  Book  of  Abraham. 
I  have  pointed  out  wherein  science  has 
since  discovered  their  accuracy.  Conjur- 
ing, guessing,  faking  has  never  revealed  a 
system  of  truth  as  given  to  the  world  by 
Joseph  Smith.  Of  all  facts  that  were  put 
beyond  human  imagination  they  are  the 
astronomical  truths  which  I  have  reviewed, 
for  they  lay  shrouded  in  the  hidden 
creations  of  God's  endless  works.  It  was 
this  revelation  that  stamped  Joseph  the 
transcendentalist. 

No  other  seer  of  the  ages  has  been  put 
under  so  severe  a  test  of  his  seership 
as  was  Joseph  Smith,  and  yet  in  this 
survey  science  affirms  his  declarations.  No 
other  seer  of  the  past  has  revealed  so 
many  scientific  truths  which  far  antedate 
the  discoveries  of  science. 

If  we  are  to  judge  a  seer  by  the  accuracy 
of  his  utterances,  then  eventually  the 
world  must  proclaim  Joseph  Smith  the 
greatest  Seer  of  the  ages. 


"  The  things  of  God  are  of  deep  import ; 
and  time,  and  experience,  and  careful  and 
ponderous  and  solemn  thoughts  can  only 
find  them  out.  Thy  mind,  O  man,  if  thou 
wilt  lead  a  soul  unto  Salvation,  must 
stretch  as  high  as  the  utmost  heavens,  and 
search  into  and  contemplate  the  darkest 
abyss,  and  the  broad  expanse  of  eternity — 
Thou  must  commune  with  God." 
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NINE   NATIONALITIES  RECEIVE 
BOOK   OF    MORMON. 


ELDER  A.   KAY  BERRY. 

a  And  the  gospel  of  the  kingdom  shall 
be  preached  in  all  the  world  for  a  witness 
unto  all  nations,  and  then  shall  the  end 
come"  (Matt.  24:14). 

After  a  unique  day's  tracting,  on  Tues- 
day ,  October  8,  Elder  A.  Kay  Berry, 
nineteen  years  of  age,  and  six  months  in 
the  mission  field,  whose  home  is  in 
Phoenix,  Arizona,  U.S.A.,  and  a  son  of 
Dr.  and  Sister  Herbert  A  Berry,  and  who 
is  labouring  in  Johannesburg,  Transvaal, 
counted  the  merits  of  the  day's  faithful 
labour,  and  found  he  had  sold  twelve 
Books  of  Mormon  and  given  one  away. 
Having  noted  the  names,  addresses  and 
nationalities  of  those  who  received  the 
Gospel  at  his  hand,  he  discovered  he  had 


borne  his  testimony  and  sold  the  Book  of 
Mormon  to  men  of  nine  different  nation- 
alities, out  of  thirteen  he  had  conversed 
with.  Among  them  were  four  Jews,  two 
Chinese,  one  Spaniard,  one  Portuguese, 
one  Greek,  one  Italian,  one  German,  one 
Englishman,  and  one  coloured. 

He  says,  in  writing  to  the  Mission 
President :  "  I  sold  each  of  these  a  Book 
of  Mormon,  gave  them  a  Gospel  pamphlet 
and  preached  the  Gospel  to  them,  selling 
each  book  as  a  divine  new  witness  for 
God." 


LOST    AND    FOUND. 


(Composed  by  Miss  Evelyn  Getaz,  age 
twelve  years,  39  Goodricke  Road., 
Durban,  Natal.) 


It  was  a  hitter,  frosty  winter  night. 

But  laughter  from  a  house  echoed, 

A  poor  little  child  coming  along  saw  a. 

light, 
And  to  it  she  eagerly  tip-toed; 
Through  a  crack  she  saw  boys  and  girls 
Playing,    chestnuts   roasting,    and   with 

laughter  crying, 
She  turned,  and  away  she  brushed  her 

curls, 
Ah ! — what  it  **is  for  those  things  to  be 

sighing. 
Onward  she  ran  through  the  night. 
Running  she  knew  not  where; 
But  the  Great  Master  saw  the  mite 
And  said :  "  I'll  bring  her  here. 
Where  winter  storms  will  touch  her  not. 
For  one  of  my  sheep  that  was  lost,  is  she 

not?" 
The  child  ran  on,  a  falling  branch  caught 

her  head. 
Seeing  her  Master  afar  off. 
She  knelt,  and  then  fell, — dead. 


There  is  a  law  irrevocably  decreed  in 
heaven  before  the  foundations  of  this 
world,  upon  which  all  blessings  are  pre- 
dicated ;  and  when  we  obtain  any  blessing 
from  God  it  is  by  obedience  to  that  law 
upon  which  it  is  predicated. 
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EDITORIAL. 


Conferences. 

The  greatest  congregation  ever  as- 
sembled in  the  history  of  the  Church 
gathered  in  Salt  Lake  City  during  the  last 
General  Conference  and  listened  to  Presi- 
dent Heber  J.  Grant's  speech,  extracts 
from  which  are  given  in  this  issue  of 
Cumorah's  Southern  Cross,  and  to  the 
other  sessions,  October  3  to  fi. 

Over  10,000  people  filled  the  great 
Tabernacle  to  overflowing,  nearly  2,000 
others  crowded  the  Assembly  Hall,  while 
500  more  stood  in  the  grounds  in  front 
of  the  Bureau  of  Information,  listening  in 
by  radio  amplifiers.  The  vast  number  of 
other  listeners  who  tuned  in  on  radio  sets 
in  their  own  homes  and  other  places 
cannot  even  be  estimated. 

The  magnitude  of  the  work  and  the 
spirit  which  guides  the  Latter-day  Saints 
in  oft-times  journeying  many  miles  to 
attend  these  great  conferences  at  which 
reports  of  the  past  work  are  given  and 
guidance  for  the  future  offered,  is  truly 
remarkable  and  indicates  the  spirit  cf  co- 
operation, love  and  democracy  existing  in 
this  great  latter-day  work. 

In  this  season  of  conferences  in  the 
South  African  Mission  the  saints  will  do 
well  to  study  over  the  words  spoken  by 
the  leaders  of  the  Church  and  Mission,  and 
try  to  exemplify  them  in  their  own  homes 
and  carry  that  great  spirit  into  their  con- 
ferences and  gatherings  in  this  section 
of  the  globe. 


Book  of  Mormon  Honour  Roll. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Transvaal 
District  is  the  only  district  reporting  to 
Cvmorah's  Southern  Cross  the  monthly 
sales  of  Books  of  Mormon,  in  The  Saints' 
Co-operative  Missionary  Work  the  Honour 
Roll  is  not  published  in  this  issue.  The 
mission  total  for  last  month  was  301,  and 
from  figures  at  hand  the  total  for  Novem- 
ber is  well  over  350.  Too  much  praise 
cannot  be  said  of  this  noble  work  of  the 
saints.    It  is  hoped  that  no  member  of  the 


South  African  Mission  will  let  December 
31  come  without  having  placed  at  least 
two  Books  of  Mormon.  There  are  somr> 
leaders  who  relate  as  interesting  experi- 
ences as  the  elders,  and  their  spirits  show 
The  joy  they  are  daily  receiving  from 
carrying  the  gospel  message  to  their 
friends  and  acquaintances,  and  new  friend- 
ships formed  in  doing  this  unselfish  work. 
God  Mill  bless  them  for  it. 


Cvmorah's  Southern  Cross  is  pleased  to 
note  the  appearance  of  the  "Austral  Star/' 
organ  of  the  Australian  Mission,  which 
was  added  to  a  fruitful  constellation  of 
Church  publication,  with  its  August  num- 
ber. The  "Milennial  Star,"  published 
since  1840  by  the  British  Mission,  "  Lia- 
hona,"  "  Improvement  Era  "  are  others  of 
long  standing  to  which  Cumorah's 
Southern  Cross  is  but  a  recent  addition. 
Cordial  wishes  for  greatest  success  are  ex- 
tended President  Clarence  H.  Tingey  and 
the  elders  and  saints  of  the  Australian 
Mission  in  this  venture. 


Elder  A.  James  Martin. 


Elder  Martin,  son  of  former  President 
Samuel  Martin,  upon  sending  his  yearly 
subscription  to  Cumorah's  Southern  Cross, 
writes  to  President  Dalton  from  his  mis- 
sionary address,  No.  27  Rue  Desire  Claude, 
St.  Etienne,  France,  the  following :  "  As 
I  have  not  time  to  write  to  all,  I  should 
very  much  appreciate  it  if  you  would  just 
put  a  '  hello '  in  the  Southern  Cross  for 
me.  as  I  know  the  saints  and  friends  all 
over  the  mission.  I  have  not  forgotten 
them."  Better  known  by  elders,  saints 
and  friends  as  "  Jim."  Surely  Jim,  we 
all  send  our  love  and  esteem  to  you  from 
elders,   saints  and  friends. 


The  spirit  and  the  body  is  the  soul  of 
man ;  and  the  resurrection  from  the 
dead  is  the  redemption  of  the  soul. 
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MISSION     RELIEF     SOCIETY 
NEWS. 


SPECIAL   NEWS. 


BLOEMFONTEIN.— A  very  successful 
conference  was  held,  September  25,  by 
the  Bloemfontein  Eelief  Society,  Sister 
Geneve  J.  Dalton,  President  of  Mission 
Relief  Societies,  being  in  attendance.  The 
presidency  reported  upon  the  work  they 
had  in  hand  and  the  various  ideas  for 
furthering  the  work.  They  intend  holding 
a  sale  of  work  early  in  December.  Depart- 
ing from  the  usual  procedure,  they  plan 
to  hire  a  stall  on  the  market  and  thus 
advertise  the  Eelief  Society  in  town.  They 
are  at  present  busy  perfecting  a  plan  of 
providing  maternity  bundles  for  the  poor ; 
a  maternity  home  has  consented  to  work 
in  conjunction  in  this  matter. 

Several  deserving  cases  among  the  poor 
have  received  help  during  the  past  few 
months ;  not  only  among  our  members,  but 
the  townsfolk  also. 

The  sisters  in  the  Eelief  Society,  though 
few  in  number,  are  working  in  love  and 
harmony,  each  realising  that  this  is  the 
work  of  the  Lord,  and  that  His  Will  must 
be  done. — Sister  Phyllis  Hubert,  Secre- 
tary. 

EAST  LONDON.— On  Tuesday,  Octo- 
ber 29,  Relief  Society  Conference  was  held 
at  which  Sister  Maud  Jubber  was  set 
apart  as  president  and  Sister  Olive  Futter 
as  secretary. 

JOHANNESBURG.  —  The  Belief 
Society  Bazaar  at  "  Eamah "  was  held 
November  15,  culminating  a  long  period 
of  activity. 

POET  ELIZABETH.— Sister  Rosalie 
R.  Applebee  was  released  as  counsellor  to 
President  Nellie  P.  Cawood,  Sunday, 
November  10,  and  Sister  Maud  Street 
sustained  as  counsellor,  and  Theresa  Bate- 
man,  secretary. 

CAPE. — Bazaar  scheduled  for  Decem- 
ber 4 ;  Conference,  December  5. 


Mission  President  Don  Mack  Dalton 
returned  to  "  Cumorah,"  Wednesday, 
November  (>,  alter  taking  a  two  months* 
tour  of  the  Mission.  He  was  welcomed 
warmly  by  saints  of  the  Cape  District,  who 
were  glad  to  hear  his  interesting  accounts 
of  Conferences  in  the  various  branches  and 
of  the  enthusiasm  there  manifest;  also  to 
receive  many  personal  messages  from 
friends  and  relatives  in  the  other  branches. 

Of  particular  fruitfulness  during  the 
tour  was  the  fact  that  President 
Dalton  went  out  tracting  with  every 
elder  in  each  of  the  branches. 
The  encouragement  and  instruction  de- 
rived from  this  work  showed  itself 
markedly  in  greatly  increased  success  and 
in  many  more  Book  of  Mormon  sales. 

The  saints  and  friends  throughout 
South  Africa  were  also  happy  to  meet 
President  Dalton  and  have  him  visit  in 
their  homes,  meeting  them  in  clean,  whole- 
some contact,  and  partaking  of  their 
generous  hospitality.  The  Conferences, 
also,  were  on  the  whole  very  successful. 
As  a  climax  for  the  year,  saints  and 
friends  of  the  Cape  District  are  looking 
forward  to  a  rich  spiritual  feast  in  the 
Semi-Annual  Conference  and  Annual 
Elders'  Convention  to  be  held  the  first 
two  weeks  in  December. 

C.  B     . 
*       *       *       * 

"  The  Elopement  of  Ellen." 

A  three-act  drama,  presented  by  the 
Mutual  organisation  of  Johannesburg  and 
ably  directed  by  Miss  Jessie  Eedgement,  a 
friend  of  the  missionaries,  who  is  antici- 
pating a  trip  to  India  to  study  theosophy, 
and  including  in  the  cast  of  characters 
Miss  Eedgement,  Mr.  Glen  Abbey,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  American  Consulate  in  Johan- 
nesburg, Miss  Iza  Hughes,  Miss  Muriel 
Groves,  Mr.  William  Groves,  Elders  0. 
Layton  Alldredge  and  A.  Kay  Berry,  was 
eagerly  enjoyed  by  a  large  audience  at 
"  Eamah,"  on  the  evening  of  Friday,  Sep- 
tember 11.  Intense  interest  in  the  per- 
formance commenced  from  the  start  and 
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continued  to  grow  as  the  players  acted 
well  their  parts.  Each  of  the  players 
received  many  compliments  and,  to  show 
their  keen  desire  to  increase  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  in  attendance,  graciously 
served  cold  drinks  and  cake  between  the 
second  and  third  acts. 

Sister  Kathleen  Harding,  Brothers 
Mervil  H.  Engh,  F.  J.  Spear,  George 
Smith,  Elders  B.  C.  Cutforth  and  Rex  0. 
Ellsworth,  assisted  in  prompting,  prepara- 
tion of  the  stage,  and  in  doing  all  neces- 
sary things  back  of  the  curtain  to  make 
the  play  a  splendid  production. 

President  and  Sister  Dalton  were  in 
attendance,  and  enjoyed  the  evening  very 
much.  Each  of  them  duly  complimented 
the  actors  and  highly  praised  the  Johan- 
nesburg Mutuals  for  their  splendid  efforts 
in  bringing  out  and  magnifying  the 
talents  and  abilities  of  its  members. 


MISSION    NEWS. 


Natal  District. 

No.  6,  Mitchell  Road,  Durban:  Brothers 
Arthur  Fagan  and  Henry  J.  Trestrail 
in  charge. 

District  Conference  was  held  in  Durban, 
Sunday,  October  20,  which  saints  and 
friends  of  the  district  enjoyed  particularly, 
due  to  the  absence  of  the  elders  during  the 
past  month.  Mission  President  Don  Mack 
Dalton  arrived  in  Durban,  October  20, 
from  Johannesburg,  while  District  Presi- 
dent Rex.  C.  Ellsworth  had  arrived  pre- 
viously. Mr.  and  Sister  L.  D.  Moore 
kindly  entertained  them  during  their  stay, 
while  other  saints  and  friends  were  par- 
ticularly hospitable  in  inviting  them  out. 

At  conference,  speakers  were  Brother 
Arthur  Fagan,  who  reported  on  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Sunday  School  during  the 
absence  of  the  elders;  Brother  L.  G.  Rat- 
cliff,  presiding  elder  of  Karibib,  South- 
West  Africa,  who  spoke  on  conditions 
there,  and  Mission  President  Dalton. 
Many  friends  visited  the  evening  service; 
Sister  Ratcliff  also  attended  the  gather- 
ings. 


On  Sunday,  November  27,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Buckley  were  baptised  by  District 
President  Rex  C.  Ellsworth. 

The  lantern  slide  lecture,  given  by  Dis- 
trict President  Ray  Wm.  Ellsworth,  of 
Cape,  October  13  to  17,  was  well  received 
in  Durban. 

Brother  Henry  J.  Trestrail  was  unable 
to  attend  Conference,  having  been  hit  by 
a  truck  recently.  Sister  Trestrail  has  also 
been  ill. 

Until  conditions  make  it  possible  to 
again  have  elders,  which  will  be  soon,  it  is 
hoped  by  all,  Brothers  Arthur  Fagan  and 
Henry  J.  Trestrail  are  in  charge  of  the 
work. 


Kimberley-Bloemfontein   District. 

No.  34a,  Old  De  Beers  Road,  Kimberley; 
69,  Krause  Street,  Bloemfontein:  Elder 
Bertram  J.  Glynn,  District  President. 

Two  country  trips  were  enjoyed  by  the 
elders  of  the  district  during  the  past 
month.  On  Tuesday,  October  17,  District 
President  Bertram  J.  Glynn  and  Elder 
Herman  J.  Smith  spent  the  day  tracting 
in  the  country  near  Alexanderfontein. 
Two  days  later  they  rode  by  push  bike  to 
Modder  River,  tracting  on  the  way,  also 
visiting  Sister  Lily  Mileham  and  Sister 
Fouchee.  On  Thursday  evening  they  held 
a  meeting  at  Ritchie,  where  the  members 
of  the  Apostolic  Church  kindly  extended 
the  use  of  their  hall.  Thanks  are  also 
duo  Sister  Fouchee  and  the  friends  with 
whom  they  stayed  Thursday  evening.  The 
elders  went  on  to  Kimberley,  Friday  night, 
covering  in  all  02  miles  on  their  push 
bikes. 

Members  of  the  Mutual  Improvement 
Association  enjoyed  a  social  on  the  even- 
ing of  Monday,  October  21,  during  which 
the  following  officers  were  chosen :  Elder 
Smith,  president;  Sister  Nellie  Bolleurs, 
first  counsellor;  Sister  Mabel  Smith, 
second  counsellor;  Sister  Matilda  Lee, 
secretary;  and  Sister  Dorothea  Bolleurs, 
organist.  Twenty-seven  were  in  attend- 
ance. 
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Brother  Reginald  Robert  Campbell  and 
his  wife  are  rejoicing  over  the  birth  of  an 
81b.  son,  born  November  2. — Herman  J. 
Smith,  District  Clerk. 

BLOEMFONTEIN. 

The  Bloemfontein  Branch  has  suffered  a 
slump  in  attendance  during  the  past 
month,  possibly  a  reaction  after  having  so 
many  meetings  during  Conference,  and 
also  the  advent  of  the  holiday  season. 

To  celebrate  the  engagement  of  her 
youngest  son,  Brother  David  Greenberg,  to 
Miss  Francis  C.  van  Niekerk,  of  Bethulie. 
O.F.S.,  a  party  was  given  by  Sister  A. 
Greenberg  at  her  home,  Thursday,  October 
3.  Many  of  the  saints  were  present  and  a 
pleasant  evening  was  enjoyed  in  music  and 
games.  Miss  van  Niekerk  is  an 
investigator. 

On  his  eighth  birthday  Brother  Sydney 
John  Spear  was  baptised,  Saturday,  Octo- 
ber 26,  by  Elder  Herman  J.  Smith,  at  the 
Municipal  Baths.  He  was  confirmed  the 
next  day  in  Sunday  School  by  his  father. 
Branch  President  Spear. 

A  lively  programme  is  being  carried  out 
by  the  newly-organised  Mutual  Improve- 
ment organisation,  whose  activities  for  the 
month  of  November  include  a  swimming 
club,  a  Guy  Fawkes  party  and  a  first-aid 
lecture  with  demonstrations.  Congratu- 
lations are  due  Brother  D.  D.  Deady, 
president  of  the  progressive  M.I. A.,  who 
attained  his  seventieth  birthday,  October 
25. — Branch  President  Clarence  B.  Spear. 


Cape  District. 

"  Cumorah,"  Main  and  Grove  Roads,  Mow- 
bray :  Elder  R.  W.  Ellsworth,  District 
President. 

After  a  tour  of  all  districts  of  the  mis- 
sion, giving  the  lantern  slide  lecture, 
District  President  Ray  Wm.  Ellsworth  was 
welcomed  back  to  "  Cumorah/'  Saturday, 
October  26.  The  lecture  was  particularly 
successful  in  Port  Elizabeth,  where  he 
delivered  it  at  one  of  the  public  schools, 
and  in  Durban,  where  he  gave  it  in  six 
private  homes,  reaching  about  65  people. 


President  Ellsworth  and  Elder  Barker 
have  been  tracting  business  houses  in  Cape 
Town  and  suburbs  since  the  former's 
return. 

On  Tuesday,  November  5,  President 
Ellsworth  and  Elder  Barker  went  to 
Muizenberg  and  Kalk  Bay  by  push  bike, 
tracting  on  the  way,  and  enjoying  the 
hospitality  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Souter  at 
Clovelly  Estate.  A  week  later  President 
Ellsworth  gave  the  lecture  at  the  Souter 
home,  where  it  was  much  appreciated. 

Mr.  Frederick  Porter,  the  husband  of 
Sister  Hettie  Porter,  a  member  of  long 
standing  in  the  Cape  District,  is  recover- 
ing from  a  serious  operation  undergone 
last  month.  Sister  Freda  Daphne  Harris 
also  has  been  seriously  ill.  She  is  now  in 
the  City  Hospital  recovering  from  blood 
poisoning  in  one  of  her  legs. 

A  gala  Hallowe'en  celebration  was  held 
by  the  Mutual  organisation  at  "Cumorah," 
on  the  night  of  October  30.  Haunted 
chambers,  shrieking  and  tormenting 
demons  were  much  in  evidence,  while  com- 
munity singing  and  the  Virginia  Reel  also 
contributed  to  the  success  of  the  evening. 

A  bevy  of  excitement  and  preparation  is 
now  under  way  in  Cape  District,  preparing 
for  the  Relief  Society  Bazaar,  December 
4;  General  Conference,  December  8; 
Elders'  Convention  beginning  the  first  of 
December,  and  a  bigger  and  better  Sunday 
School  concert  soon  thereafter. — Elder 
Clarence  S.  Barker,  District  Clerk. 


East  London. 

No.    95,    St.    George's    Road,    East    London: 
Elder  George  C.  Maw,  District  President. 

East  London  Semi-Annual  Conference 
was  held  Sunday,  October  27,  following 
the  arrival  of  Mission  President  Don  Mack 
Dalton  two  days  previous.  The  Sunday 
School  meeting  began  at  2.30  p.m.,  and 
after  the  usual  opening  exercises,  a  special 
programme  was  enjoyed.  Brother  Charles 
H.  Jubber  was  appointed  superintendent ; 
Brother  B.  A.  T.  Jubber,  first  assistant; 
Sister  Phyllis  Futter,  secretary;  and 
Sister  Olive  Futter,  organist,  after  which 
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President  Dalton  gave  a  short  but  interest- 
ing talk.  President  Dalton  was  the  main 
speaker  at  the  evening  conference,  where 
he  gave  an  impressive  talk  on  the  Eestora- 
tion.  There  was  a  good  attendance  at 
both  meetings. 

Brother  and  Sister  Charles  H.  Jubber 
very  kindly  accommodated  President 
Dalton  during  his  stay  in  East  London, 
and  did  everything  possible  for  his  com- 
fort. 

A  thoroughly  successful  meeting  was 
held  at  King  William's  Town  on  the  even- 
ing of  October  31,  despite  the  counter- 
attraction  of  a  large  musical  comedy  in 
town  the  same  evening.  One  thousand 
handbills  were  distributed  by  District 
President  Maw,  Elder  Thomas  Y.  Wilson 
and  Master  Lancelot  Jubber,  telling  of  the 
meeting,  while  Sister  Maud  Jubber  made 
the  trip  specially  from  East  London  in 
order  to  furnish  piano  accompaniment. 
The  34  people  in  attendance  listened  with 
much  interest  to  President  Dalton's  talk 
on  "  What  the  Mormons  Believe,"  and 
many  expressed  approval  of  the  lofty 
principles  of  the  Gospel. 

Presidents  Dalton  and  Maw  and  Elder 
Thomas  Y.  Wilson  left  the  next  clay  for 
Port  Elizabeth,  where  they  attended  Con- 
ference the  following  Sunday,  and  the 
Port  Elizabeth  saints  extended  their  most 
generous  hospitality  to  them — Thomas  Y. 
Wilson,  District  Clerk. 


Transvaal  District. 

No.  395,  Commissioner  Street,  Johannesburg : 
Elder  O.  Lay  ton  Alldredge,  District 
President. 

Presidents  Eex  C.  Ellsworth  and  Eay 
William  Ellsworth,  of  the  Durban  and 
Cape  Districts  respectively,  left  for  Dur- 
ban on  October  12  to  prepare  for  Confer- 
ence and  give  the  lantern  slide  lecture. 
Conference  was  held  in  Durban  with 
Mission  President  Don  Mack  Dalton  in 
attendance,  October  20,  at  which  many 
valuable  instructions  were  given  by  Presi- 
dent Dalton  and  District  President 
Ellsworth. 


District  Priesthood  Conference  was  held 
at  "  Bamah,"  October  13,  with  President 
Dalton  in  attendance.  At  this  meeting 
reports  were  given  of  Local  Priesthood 
activities  of  the  past  and  important  and 
helpful  instructions  given  for  the  future. 
On  the  same  day  Jamima  Curley  van 
Eden,  infant  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Sister 
H.  C.  van  Eden,  was  blessed  by  President 
Dalton ;  Brother  Mervil  Howard  Engh  was 
advanced  in  the  Priesthood  to  the  office  of 
a  priest,  also  by  President  Dalton ;  Brother 
Aubrey  A.  Muir  was  ordained  a  teacher  by 
Brother  L.  G.  Muir,  and  Brother  Elmer  E. 
Muir  was  ordained  a  deacon  by  Elder 
Bertram  C.  Cutforth. 

Mission  President  Dalton  left  for 
Durban,  October  18,  after  spending  two 
days  in  Pretoria  with  District  President 
0.  Lay  ton  Alldredge,  visiting  saints  and 
friends.  Sister  Geneve  J.  Dalton  and 
children  left  the  same  evening  for  Cape 
Town.  Much  good  was  done  by  President 
and  Sister  Dalton  in  encouraging  the  work 
during  their  visit  to  the  Transvaal  Dis- 
trict. 

District  President  Alldredge  and  Elder 
A.  Kay  Berry  spent  November  5  to  8  in 
Pretoria,  visiting  the  saints  there.  They 
report  that  all  are  well  and  enjoying  the 
blessings  of  the  Gospel. 

The  Mutual  Improvement  Association 
sponsored  a  "  Mystery  Party "  on  the 
evening  of  November  8,  at'  "  Bamah," 
which  proved  to  be  a  huge  success.  The 
prizes  for  the  best  costumes  went  to  Elder 
Bertram  C.  Cutforth  and  Sister  M. 
Kruger,  who  appeared  in  the  costumes  of 
"  A  True  Son  and  Daughter  of  Ham." 

The  work  of  the  Waterval  Branch  is 
progressing  well  under  the  direction  of 
Brother  J.  P.  Brummer.  A  number  of 
investigators  are  regular  attendants  at  all 
meetings. 

Sincere  thanks  are  extended  by  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  Dalton  for  the  generous 
manner  in  which  the  saints  and  friends 
invited  them  out  to  meals  during  their 
stav  in  Johannesburg. — Elder  A.  Kay 
Berry,  District  Clerk. 
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Port  Elizabeth. 

No.  23,  Chapel  Street,  Port  Elizabeth :  Elder 
Clare  B.  Christensen,  District  President. 

The  elders  have  been  busy  tracting  the 
district  of  Walmer  lately,  meeting  with 
fair  success,  making  a  number  of  friends, 
and  leaving  the  people  with  a  different 
outlook  upon  "  Mormonism "  than  they 
held  previously. 

The  M.I. A.  sponsored  a  "  Moonlight 
Picnic "  at  Humewood  Beach,  Friday, 
October  18,  at  which  a  variety  of  gam<'s 
were  enjoyed.  On  October  31  they  also 
held  a  most  entertaining  Hallowe'en  party 
in  the  Branch  Hall. 

Elder  Ray  Wm.  Ellsworth,  Cape  Dis- 
trict President,  arrived  in  Port  Elizabeth, 
October  19,  and  gave  the  lantern  slide 
lecture  Sunday  evening  before  a  record 
audience,  who  greatly  enjoyed  the  slides 
of  ancient  American  ruins  and  Church 
History. 

The  elders  visited  saints  and  friends  at 
Uitenhage,  Tuesday,  October  22,  and  gave 
the  lecture  at  the  home  of  Brother  C.  A. 
Smith.  The  next  evening  Elder  Ellsworth 
was  invited  to  give  the  lecture  before  a 
group  of  school  teachers  at  the  Mackay 
School,  Port  Elizabeth,  which  he  did  most 
successfully. 

Mission  President  Hon  Mack  Dalton, 
together  with  District  President  George  C. 
Maw  and  Elder  Thomas  Y.  Wilson,  of 
East  London  District,  arrived  in  Port 
Elizabeth  on  Saturday,  November  2,  to 
hold  Conference.  Baptismal  service  was 
held  the  same  afternoon  at  North  End 
Beach.  Brother  Benjamin  Wm.  Rudd  and 
his  wife,  Sister  Harriet  Bailey  Rudd,  were 
baptised  by  District  President  Clare  B. 
Christensen  and  confirmed  the  following 
day  by  President  Dalton  and  Elder  L. 
Winslow  Hurst,  respectively.  Brother 
James  McWilliams  was  ordained  a  teacher 
by  President  Dalton,  November  3. 

Conference  was  held  in  three  sessions, 
Sunday,  November  3,  proving  very  stimu- 
lating and  enjoyable  to  the  saints  and 
elders.  Relief  Society  Conference  was 
held  Monday  evening,  November  4,  and 
their  annual  bazaar.  November  fi. 


Winifred  Anna  McKay,  daughter  of 
Louis  P.  and  Sarah  E.  Seaward  McKay, 
was  blessed,  November  4,  by  Mission 
President  Dalton.  The  parents  are  not 
members  of  the  Church. 

At  the  evening  service,  Sunday,  Novem- 
ber 10,  President  Dalton  delivered  a  very 
interesting  and  inspirational  talk  on  the 
"  Personality  of  God."  Mrs.  P.  P.  Griffin 
also  kindly  gave  an  excellent  vocal  solo. 

Hearty  thanks  are  extended  by  the 
elders  for  the  generous  manner  in  which 
the  saints  and  friends  assisted  in  caring 
for  the  visiting  elders  and  President 
Dalton;  not  forgetting  Brother  James 
McWilliams,  who  kindly  took  them  to 
Uitenhage  in  his  motor  car,  also  giving 
them  the  use  of  his  car  another  day. 

President  Dalton  left  for  Cape  Town, 
November  11,  leaving  the  Port  Elizabeth 
Branch  rejoicing  and  much  encouraged  as 
a  result  of  his  short  visit. — Elder  L.  Win- 
slow  Hurst,  District  Clerk. 


The  glory  of   God  is  intelligence. 

*  *        *        * 

This  is  the  work  and  glory  of  God:  to 
bring  to  pass  the  immortality  and  eternal 

life  of  man. 

*  *       *       * 

It  is  the  first  principle  of  the  Gospel  to 
know  for  a  certainty  the  character  of  God ; 
and  to  know  that  man  (as  Moses)  may 
converse  with  him  as  one  man  converses 

with  another. 

*  *       *       * 

Also  man  should  know  the  everywhere- 
ness  of  God  through  the  projection  of 
"the  light  of  truth"  from  the  presence 
of  God,  which  is  "the  same  light"  that 
quickeneth  the  minds  of  men;  "which 
light  proceedeth  forth  from  the  presence 
of  God  to  fill  the  immensity  of  space.  The 
light  which  is  in  all  things,  which  giveth 
life  to  all  things,  which  is  the  law  (i.e., 
the  power)  by  which  all  things  are 
governed,  even  the  power  of  God  who  is  in 
the  bosom  of  eternity,  who  is  in  the  midst 
of  all  things." 
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Subscribe  to  "CumoraK's  Southern 
Cross  ' '  and  Aid  Spiritual  Growth. 


Let  "  Cumorah's  Southern  Cross  "  help  you  ! —  How  ?  By  bringing  one 
or  more  choice  gospel  sermons  into  your  home  each  month  ! 

Spiritual  food  is  one  of  the  crying  needs  of  modern  life,  and  to  see  that 
such  intelligent  and  appealing  sermons  get  into  your  home  or  the  homes  of 
friends  can  easily  be  just  the  thing  which  will  lead  many  to  grasp  the  great 
truths  of  "  Mormonism,"  and  become  baptized  into  the  Church. 

We  spend  many  pounds,  at  this  season,  for  Christmas  Gifts,  often  of  a 
very  trivial  character. — Just  a  few  days  or  weeks  and  they  are  gone.  Why 
not  give  your  friends  a  spiritual  gift,  one  that  arrives  through  the  mail  each 
month  for  a  full  year  ?  The  cost  is  small,  only  three  shillings,  and  may  re- 
sult in  eternal  joy.  It  is  also  unselfish  and  after  the  true  spirit  of  Christmas. 
"  He  that  converteth  the  sinner  from  the  error  of  his  way  shall  save  a  soul 
from  death,  and  shall  hide  a  multitude  of  sins."  (James  5:20). 

Send  in  your  subscriptions,  to-day,  on  the  blank  below,  as  the  cost  of 
printing  makes  it  impossible  for  the  elders  to  distribute  copies  broadcast.  If 
you  are  not  on  the  mailing  list,  see  to  it  now  and  don't  forget  your  friends. — 
A  gift  which  will  be  remembered. 


Dear  Editor, 

Please  find  enclosed for years 

subscription  for  "  Cumorahs  Southern  Cross,"  which   will  be  mailed  to  the 
following  : 

Name 

Address 


Name  [m 
Address 


Price  of  subscription  : — Three  shillings  a  year.  Sixteen  monthly  issues 
for  a  dollar  bill  to  America.  Money  orders,  stamps,  cheques  or  paper  money 
from  anywhere  accepted. 


A.  E.  LINLEY  &  CO.,  SsStf 


Phone  157  Woodstock, 
Day  and  Night. 


Mowbray,  C.P. 


Something  to  make 
a  noise  about! 


Ask  for 


McKays  Bread 


Phone  530  Woodstock. 
Factory  : 

Main  Road,      Mowbray. 

THE  Hardware  House 

HAMILTON  81  DUNGAN, 

Main  Road,         Mowbray. 
Phone  531  Woodstock. 


GROCERIES  ?— Yes, 
and  FRESH  too  ! 


G.  White  &  Co., 

108,  Main  Road,  Mowbray,  C.P. 
Established  1885. 


WATCH 

THIS 

SPACE 

NEXT 

ISSUE 


? 


E.  SIMPSON  &  CO., 

MOWBRAY,  Cape  Province. 


MOWBRAY 
FISH   SUPPLY 

Phone  996  Woodstock. 
Fresh  and  Smoked  Fish  Daily. 


Remington 
Typewriter  Agency. 

Remington  Bldg.,  92-96,  St.  George's 
Street,  Box  644,   Phones  4772,  5299 

and  5300.  Tel  Add. :  "  Standard." 
Sole  agents  for  Remington  Standard 
Typewriter,  Remington  Portable 
Typewriter,  Remington  Rotary  Dupli- 
cator, "Art  Metal"  Filing  Cabinets, 
Ediphone  Dictating  Machine,  Inter- 
national Time  Recorders,  Gunn 
Sectional  Furniture,  Durand  Steel 
Lockers,  Stationery  &  Office  Supplies. 


Iff  '  ELRICO"  fc&cdks 

POULTRY    GRAINS    AND    MEALS. 


Household  Supplies  and  Sundries — 

CALDER  &  CO. 


Main  Road, 


(Manufacturers), 
Phone  31  and  258. 


Wynberg. 
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